244        DECISIVE MOMENTS IN THE HISTORY OF ISLAM
the learned Dutch Orientalist, Reinhart Dozy (1820-
1883), who devoted his best efforts to the study of
Andalusian history and its Arabic and Christian
sources and in 1861 published his valuable work: Histoire
des Musulmans de VEspagne jusqua la conquete
des r Andalousie par les Almoravides (History of the
Muslims of Spain till the conquest of Andalusia by
the Almoravides) in four volumes.6 Dozy deals with
the history of Muslim Spain in a vigorous, critical and
philosophical style and devotes more care to the
explanation of political and social problems than to the
narration of events, His work is, undoubtedly, one of
the most valuable western sources of Andalusian
history, although it is tinted with some shades of
fanaticism and partiality. Dozy bitterly attacks Conde
and his work, and qualifies him with pretension, indeed
with ignorance even of elementary Arabic ; he speaks
of him thus in his Recherches sur I'Histoire et la
Litterature de I'Espagne pendant le moyen age :
" He (Conde) knows of Arabic language little beyond
the characters in which it is written, supplying the
lack of the most elementary knowledge by an extreme-
ly fertile imagination and an unequalled impudence,
forging dates by the hundred, and inventing facts by
the thousand, while pretending to give a faithful trans-
lation of Arabic texts." Dozy goes very far in his cri-
ticism of Conde and his work. In fact Conde proves
on many occasions his good knowledge of the langu-
age, and cites many of the well-known Arabic records
with precision while Dozy denies him even an elemen-
tary knowledge. If Conde has committed many errors
of events and dates, it was, nevertheless, thanks to
him that the West, for the first time, was acquainted
with the Arabic version of the Andalusian history ;
and his work retains its value, especially with regard
to the history of the Petty Kings, the Almoravides and
the kingdom of Granada.